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Rockf Mount, N. C, Jan. 19,while the unreasoning speaker, seemed to 1

regard the officers as the prime and ineri i iua. Jjiutor Thinking that a short
is hallowing the life of onr young Confed-

eracy ? I there an eye in all the broad
land that has not looked on a like sorrow ?

Are there m-an- y souls which have not been .

ton ous agents of all that is done. , W by,i missive tnight be of interest to some of
. ...in those ranks is an amoant of .intellect jour numerous readers, especially to those

who hare friends in the 56th N. C. T-- Iwhich would instruct and astonish a states-

man. In those ranks the merit of every
officer, and every action, is settled unap
pealabiy. , In those ranks there is public
virtue and capacity enoughHo construct, a

steeped in a like bitterness of woe ? And
is it kindly, is it wise to dwell oa such
memories ? it U riht I It is
but, hark aain ! solemn and slow-tone- d

the bell tolls ihe last march of the boy
warrior. In the slumberous stillne&s of
the air, the ear chj just catch the distant
strains f martial ' music, and now the
volleys over the grave ! and now silence, !

last ucoiHoa w give mem a lew items as
to our whereabouts, and the condition f
our noble and worthy soldiers.

Up'to the 4th inst., our regiment spentthe last two months at, and in the vicinity
of Franklin Depot, Va the latter part of
which time Gen. Roger A. Pryor t ck
command of the various regiments on the

FOREST MUSINGS.

Heavy is the gloom that rests as a pll
over the length and breadth of "our
bright, belenred land 1" and the groans
of her snfFerinji pons and tho cries of
her "anguished 'daughters seem borne to
my ear in every jH?sing breeze. And,
bark! there is another inournt'ul sound.- -

It is a funeral bell. I came to this forest

government, and admimster its civil and

or anything to eat, and you can - get cotton.
Well, some few people have provisions to se'J,
and they go and get .cotton. But the Pro
prietors soon get in a supply of wheat, and
others who have'no provisions to spare look
out and buy some wheat; but when they go
to get cotton, the Factory owners say, we

t

don't wart any more wheat, you must carry
your wheat back and bring me some corn or
meat, and I will let you have cotton."

, WelJ,
these Factory men get enough corn, ani then
you must carry yeur corn back and bring
them meat ; they will not take corn. " v

- And some who have nothing to sell, but
have money, and have sons, brothers or fath-

ers in the army, and according to the request
of our State authorities are trying to ' help
Clothe the soldiers, go to get cotton for that
purpose, r They find the Proprietor reared
back in his easy chair with a cigar in his
mouth as independent and consequential as
money can make him. Tell hira your busi

military othces. lhe opinion of these
en will guide the historian, and fix the

IJIackwater, which were not regularly
merit of generals and statesmen. lue
opinion of these men will be, and ought
to be, omnipotent with the people

' and
His brief, bright day is over ! J.he young

brigaded. In cooseauence of our shikllsolitude to escape those notes of woe: but patriot martyr sleeps, well !

orce at that point, tur guard duty at out
posts was vary heavy, the men having lo
stand two days and nights in buccession.
On the 3rd inst., we received orders to
pack up' ready to move next morning

taey pier- - the silence around me with Yes it is right to dwell on such mem -

!arp distiuutness. Will you tut down be- - ories, and there are others yet more dark
I i"ide me, reader, on this couch which and harrowing. They steel the heart
Nature offers the stem of an '

uprooted they nerve the hand they sharpen the
iree? and I will tell you of the young sword for the combat 1 Oh, stricken--
way-farc- r of life, for whose departure yon hearted of the land 1 let your woes be ev- -

kncll is sounding. Listen ! Do you hear er before you ! Let not memory or justice
that faint,dull beat of the drum! They slumber, until we have swept from our
are .bearing the , soldiea body for the last soil, with the bosom of righteous ven
time to the house of God, ere the poor gea nee, every caitiff thing that bears the

at day light. All were filled with anxiety

government of the Confederacy.
. Heaven bless these brave, heroic men !

Our heart warms to them. Otir admira-
tion of their devotion and heroism is with-

out limit. Their devotion to - principle
amounts to mora! sublimity. - We feel
their sobering and share their hopes, and
desire to be identified in our day and gen
oration with such a host of spirits, tried
and true, who bend the knee to none but
God, and render homage only to worth
and merit." 3

o Know in wnat direction we would rmve.
and what was to be done. Many prcdic- -
ed that an advaoee on Suffolk was inten

ness, and he says you can t get my cotton,
sir, for.money ; money is no object to us ;
and it is not worth while to argue the- - eass
at all; they won't listen to you. .

Now, let us see the result of this patriotic-conventio-
n

: Suppose they get grain and
meat, they will give one bunch of cotton for
one bushel of wheat: and the wheat is ready
sale at $5J00 per bushel, so they get the

ded, while others thought only a foraging
expedition was to be injide. Early nextrelics of mortality are given to their moth- - accursed name of Yankee !

er earth.
T'UJ- - knn Un in ntnm Knf linrrv !n emit

morning the 4th) our regiment was fornix
ed and marched to the Depot ; a train was""ir :r,?r:t" : The Private Soldier.
here ready to receive us, baggage and

men were soon aboard, and the engineswhistle announced that North Carolina

FOX THE SPIRIT OF THE AGE.

An Epitaph. . t

Kemember friends as you pass by,; As yon are now bo once was I ;
As I am now so you raut be,
Prepare for death and follow me.

cry. His father's breast heaved,' his moth- - Under . this head the Jackson Miss.,
er's cheek paled, and his young sister Crisis pays the following handsome tribute
threw her arms arouud him and wept, to the private soldier :
when he came, for no holiday sojourn, to
the home which his presence had made so "Justice has never been done him.

jovous, and told them that he must go His virtuous merit and unobtrusive patr- i-

was- - our destination ! All hearts seemed
to be filled with gladness at the :

thought
of reaching once more our good bid native
btate. We arrived at Kockv Mount.

same old price as before the convention met.
And they give two bunches of cotton for one
bushel of corn, and corn is ready sale 'at
$10.00 per. barrel. 'And they will give one
bunch of cot? on for ten pounds of bacon,
a rid that'ls ready sale at fifty cents per pound..
So you see they are getting the same prices
as before. .

Mr. Editor, you see the convention and
the prices turn out to be a humbug and a.
cheat. I think they deserve the attention of
the Legislature, and I hope they will get
it. ' ..

;Now, sir, can you tell those of us who
have nothing to sell", and have no cotton-cards- ,

what we are to do under tbe existing

The abovo epitaph which was fonnd onwitn ins oroiucr to join xne patriot nosis olUra have b en t, estimate(i
a handsomely polished tomb-sto- ne in the

which? is forty miles from Weldon 'and
about the same distance from Goldsboro'
at 5 o'clock t; m.. Ditched our tents, and

"
We do not sneak of the reaular so- l-

1 V beautiful Oakdale .Cemetery at Wilmingdier who makes the armv his trade for
ton, N. C, was read by a squad of soldiers
in the fall of 1861, who were strolling

still remain waiting further orders. Both
officers, and men seem to be greatly cha-

grined, that they were not taken at opce toover the grounds, viewing the comparative

that were gathering to do battle " for our
altars and our hearths." But father, mo-

ther, sister, alsaid, '.'Yes, go. God guard
thee, our beloved ones! but our country
calls go!" And bravely they stifled the

agorry of Natnie: smiled when their hearts
were bursting; with words of cheer, ar.d

prayers, and benison, bade "God speed?'
the soldiers on their way; and charged
each to watch and defend the . other, and

ly few, but magnificent litUe inclosures,
circumstances r

meet the vile myrmidons who are accumu-

lating ou our coast to devastate the propwhich, from their, varied ami attracting as
pects presented the most striking scenery.
inis monument; was apparently resting

twelve dollars per month. Wcdo not in-

clude the coward, who sWulki, nor the vul-

garian, who can perpetrate acu of mean- -,
iiess ; nor of the laggard, who roust be
forced to fight for his home. and country. '

These are not the subjects of our com-

ment. We speak of the great body of cit-
izen soldiery who constitute the provis-
ional army of the Confederacy, and who,
at the sound of trumpet and drum, march-
ed out with rifle or musket to fight to
repel their country's invaders or perish on
that soil which their fathers bequeathed,
with the glorious boon of civil liberty.

uvci iuo mouiderinp remains- - oi a loveiy
member of som wealthy family ; yet .un

erty of innocent and peaceable citizens.
The health of our regiment is excellent,

and I am happy to say that it cannot be
attributed to the good effect that whiskey
is said, by some,-- to have among soldiers,
for they have been unable, lor some
mouths past, to procure even enough to

der that snowy white marble seemed to
calmlv sleep a .true philanthropist, and
meek and lovely christian. .1. The sedat- e-

ness and consideration with which that
admonitive stanza was read, must be left
to the imagination of Ulftjcader. . Each

. I think if the' --Yankees htive ever done
more towards subjugating us than our own-peopl- e

have, Tarn ignbrant of it J.
'- -;;

Honor toWhom Honor is Due. .

Extract from a sermon delivered at
Christ Church, Savannah, on- - Thursday,;
Scptember18th, 1862, being Thanksgiv-
ing Day, by the Right llev. Stephen El"
liott, Bisiiop of Georgia :

woman's heroism..-- .

The attituue of woman is sublime.
Bearing all the sacrifices of which I have
just spoken she is moreover called upon to
Buffer in her affections, to be wounded and-- '
smitten where she feels deepest and most?

eaduringlj.' Man goes to the battlefield,
but woman sends him there, even though'
her; heart-strin- gs tremble while she gives
the farewell kiss and the farewell blessing.
Man is supported by the necessityof

not rashly to expose his own life, so pre-
cious to the hearts left behind. And bold-

ly and hopefully went the brothers the

young man and the boy eager to meet tthe
vile invader ; ready to bleed and die for
their beloved land.

Month after month, with hearts rocke4
between hope aud fear, the parents and
sister Waited the lodged for, yet - dreaded

tiding of battle and of march. Morjth af-

ter month, and still camethe greeting,
after each deadly conflict, " A battle but

-- we are both safe." Blessed assurance !

for which they poured forth most passion-
ate thanksgiving. But, at last it came

ore appeared almost insensibly to take his
pencil and diary from his pocket-an- d write
the simple, but truthful lines on some par

Theseare the- - gallant men vof whom vr e""

write, and these have saved the country,
these have made a breastwork of their
wanly bosoms to shield the saered precincts
of altar-plac- e and fireside

Among these private soldiers are to be

wet one end of their whistle.- -

Since our arrival, here, regiments have
been coming in almbstdailVj but probably
it would not be'prudent to "say anything
respecting our force at this point; suffice .

it to gay, that within a very few days our
strength will be quite sufficient to meet
any demonstration that Gen. Foster, or any
other General of his creed may see proper
to make in this direction. ,.1 have every
reason to believe, that when an opportuni-t- y

offers, the 56th will do credit' to itself,

ticular page. Though this remetnbrancer
had ot received equivalent embelhsbmen
with many others from dextrous sculptor's
chisel, yet it very, ostensibly attracted thefound men of culturemen of gentle "

training men of intellect men of social admiration of all who passed by, both sol
diers and citizens. After all had read the
admonitory inscription over and over

position men of character at home men
endeared to a domestic circle of refine-inen- t

and elegance men of wealth men ,

who gave tone and character to the soci- e- ;

ty in which they moved, and men who for

again, the squad proceeded back to camp.
and the btate trom which it hails. Al-

though our-me- n have been badly treated
by some of the officials in the' Quarter
master's Department, I believe they are
yet awake to their duty and interest, and
are willing to forego all the comforts of
home, if they are supplied with. the necesi-sa- ry

clothing to keep them comfortable

at last the message so fearfully, so almost

prophetically looked for. It was from the
elder brother" Henry is wounded. I
am bringing him home."

With what agony of expectance did

they await their coming I In what ex-

tremity o( soul did they cry unto God for
! "Spare Urn! oh, spare him!

t least we may see him once more in
lifeT

The' father went to meet his son3, and

but instead of the merry conversation and
laughter which prevailed as it passed hith-

er, a considerateness was evidently depicted
on every countenance, and many .times du-

ring the evening were those lines rehears-
ed to eaeh other. A participant of that
evening's recreation can scarcely refrain

conscience sake have made a living sacri-
fice of property, home and comfort, and
are ready to add crimson life to the holy.,
offering..

Many of these, if they could have sur-

rendered honor and a sense of indepen
while undergoing the '

hardships of camp
1 from wondering how many of that small life, borne of our companies have not.

movement, by the excitement of action, by
the hope of honor, by .the glory of con
quert. Woman remains at home to suffer,
to bear tho cruel torture of suspense, to
tremble when the battle has been fought
aDd the news ef the slaughter is flashing
over the electric wireto know that defeat
will cover, her with dishonor and her little
ones with ruin, to learn that the husband
she doated upon, the son whom she cher-
ished in her bosom and upon whom she
never let the wind blow too rudely, the
brother with whom she sported through
all her happy days of childhood, the lover
to whom her early vows were plighted, has

dence, could have remained in possession5 received more than thirty pairs of shoesine weeping moiuer ana s.sier incu , ,- -,
Qf aluhege ewances alld comforts. But from the Quartermaster's Departmeni aod

squad received the admonition and advice
unassumingly offered to all.

4

OMUS.
Cherry Hill, N. C.

they have been in service eight months,
thus leaving many entirely shoeless. And
they have been so for several weeks, "sp 'it-- '

guile the Hour, and days ot
sickening tfa Uom Q it put

suspense that followed, by busying bonor in Qne hand aod death in the oth
selves with cares for the comfort of the an(J j win look 0Q indifferentlv r
wounded boy-fe- ehng, the while, how WitWut rank without titlewithout an-bitter- ly

that these cares might be all in tici d distinctio prompted 0D,V b the
vain. Once, twice, thrice, disappointment !. K-

- L a nKinCf .n
ting the snow and mud on the maroti
and those who have them have been form- - -

4 died upon some distant battle field andnate enough to get them from home. TheNo coming, and no news I It was tnp flnftWtt nmmnn atra ua Y,r;i.w - I lUUUVUV V Vfc VVU4UJVU UOUUlUt bUO UlllAbC i lies there a mangled corpse, unknown andfair sex at home, ever full of devotion tolabors, and toils, and marches, and fights ;
endures hunger, and thirst, and fatigue;
through watchings, and weariness, and

Editor Spirit of the Age : I am

happy to learn, by a constant perusal tf
your worthy paper, that the din and clam-

or of war, drive you not from your former
stand ! God grant that you may meet
with success 1 Temperance . surely de-

mands your attention,' and ours, for the
last issue of yonr paper contains so much

to our cause, ha,ve exhibited extraordinary j uncared for, never to be seen again, even
patriotism in providing for . the . wants '( 1 in death 1 Qh ! these fearfol lists of the
those in the field. May they never be wounded and the dead 1 IIow caralesslj
found lecreant to theiv task while the ty-- j we pass them over, unless bur own loved
rant's heel is found ready to oppress us. ones happen to be linked with them in

sleepless nights, and cheerless laborious
days) he holds up before him the one glo
rious prize " Freedom to my country military apsociation,and yet each name hiof the doings of intemperance, as to fill me that roll of slaughter carries a fatal pang

fourth day of waiting but why trace the
scene farther ! Why paint the two pale
and no'w tearless watchers the weeping
household sympathising friends ! the

aitnesspf apprehension when, at last, it
it was whispered : " They ae come!" The
cold terror that paralyzed the question
they dared not ask ; the gush of gratitude
and tears when a voice exclaimed, Com-

fort! lie lives!" the revulsion of feeling
back to despair, as the low and heavy
tread of many feet brought near a litter on
which was extended form they scarce
could recognize as the boy who left them !

the mighty strength of love by which the
mother conquered her heart, and restrain- -

with unfeigned horror Recently I have
j to-som- e woman's heart some noble, d- e-

seen more of the depths of the hideou-s-

ness of intemperance in our country, and
vo ed woman s heart. But she bears it all
and bows submissive to the stroke. He
die 1 for the cause. , He perished for his
country. I would not have it otherwise.

really I fear the ladies are not all doing
their part in this struggle with the mon

"Independence and my home". If we
can suppose the intervention of less wor-

thy motive, the officer, and not the private,"
ij the man whose merit must commingle
such alloy. The officer may become re-

nowned the private never reckons upon
that; the officer may live in history the
private looks to no such record ; the offi-

cer may attract the public gaze the pri-
vate does not look for such recognition ;
the officer has a salary theprivate, only a
monthly stipend, the amount of which he ,
has been accustomed to pay to some field

The same mifht be said in regard- - "to the'
pay of the men, but I am not fault-findi- ng

and I forbear at present. It is evident"
that the fault lies in some one, but in .

whom I can't say. I humbly hope that
our Quartermasters will use a litlle" more
energy in . procuring the necessary sup-

plies for our troops) it would have a cheers
ing effect on the men, &u l would make
them feel that some interest was taken in
their welfare and comfort. ,

s

Feeling thankful to God for the many
glorious victories that He has given us'
during tho past year, I humbly invoke His
blessings on our army in the year 1863,

j but I should like to have given the dy
i ir?: boy my blessing, tbe expiring bus- -

ster. Not two months ago, one of Eve's
fair daughters persuaded a young gentle-
man to taste the delicious wine,' after he
liad tasted, the thirst . for wine, that hei I L 1 1

ban I my last kiss of affection, the bleed-

ing lover the comfort of knowing that I
kneeled beside bira." '

""
surieK ot anzuisa n wouiu iainlUif l'C

thought quenched, came upon him with
such force he could not resist, and to
night ? Ah 1 .to night, he is worshipping . - roa tbb tTzarr or teiat the shrine of Bacchus ! " he bs taken
to-dri- nk !" Again ; I saw a beautiful TO THE GIFTED BAHS0H C

THESE XJXXS XES KX8PZCTXTIXT IStZgirl just blooming into womanhood, stan- - j

hate uttered, knelt beside her darling, aud

spoke soft, soothing words to him! the
white lips of the father, as ho strove to
r "n calm and hopeful ! the frenzied grief

the sister, as, turning from the altered
.1 .ee she could not look upoD, she clung to
Lcr eldest brother, aud marked that he too
was worn and haggard with suffering ! the
quivering frame and almost unmanning
"motion of tho soldier, as but a few hours
liter he stood beside the couch, and looked

Ah t whither hast thoa tjone ? fhoa sweetefoing Desiqe a noDie looKing genneman.

ana may u Dringiortn more glonooi re- -
3ults than that which is now reckoned in
the calendar of the past. - -

s VNILTON,
; Co.P, 56th N. C. T.

Hast thy warbusgt ceased 'mid the dm of
Has Mars with his fiery chariot mangled
Thy noble form 7 (It mast ha noble, to

laborer on his rich domains. The officer
may escape harm in battle by reason of
distance the private must face the storm
of death ; the officer moves on horseback

the private on foot ; the officer carries
a sword, the emblem of authority, and
does not fight the private carries his
musket, and does all ti e fighting.

The battle has been fought the victory
won ; Lee, - or Jackson, - or Longstreet, or

In her .hand she held a goblet of spark-
ling wine, she had spent all her eloquence
in trying to persuade him to "just take Encase so Deantuai a eoaij ana reexea

1 1 vengeance as if to kill thr sotil 1 u
If thou art still traver? i r t x r --A cartL,one drop to prove that he was not onen- -
GiTe to thy thoughts e ; --ng of a
That I may list and k.. greatness.ed : she would not leave him ? 1 saw he

:?

rThy talenta win rorthteirue neart-Doma- e,

hisV is last on tho young brother and comrade
f , $ q arms, whom duty called him to leave ! was irritated : at' length he drew up

others, have achieved a glorious success ; noble figure, fixing his calm penetrating
eves upom her he said : ' Woman is the

--us Drici.worasoi parupgiu tue but that success was attained by the pri
vate soldier, at the cost of patriot blood, greatest tempter on earth, but even so fair

Diners Another battle expected : I must

TOR TBI BPIBIT OT THE A.QE.

Caswell Countt, N. a, JanJIO, 1863.
, Mk. Gouman rThere is a state of things
existing in this section of country that is too ;

intolerable to bear! I wish something could,
be done to make it better. : I allude to the
Speculators and Extortioners.. For instance,' '

here are the Cotton Factories ; A few , weeks :

ago the Proprietors met in Convention, and
then and there re ved and agreed to sell-thd- r

'bunch "cottc 'u at $3.25, $3.50, and $3.75,

0 0
i liio' weeKs oi waning ieer--oi rausce and ncrv6s j We do nQt mean' to

wcardaa-rack- ed night-h- ope char.-g- undcre&timate the officer, or disparage his
Off to pauence-pati- ence to resignatio- n-

coarage or his patriotism. We draw the

Such &s lew can waken in mortal breasts. ;

Thon fiC"i Cms ! pour fourth thy soul in soBf:
'Twil&ia a ia my beast thoughts of HeaTeu-- Of

a pioric immortality. --

Oh ! hark thy destiny t thou must be gra4," ,

The pinacle of fame awaits thy tread.
And tho t canst go triumphant there." Chrrarot
Though I have kitsb known thee, yet I watch.
With deepest Interest to tee thee ascend
The groat the glorious ladder of fame.

Had fortune frowned less harshly on me herer
Td now popsees the power that knowledge fflies,
I 'd tell tuee whai ideas thou hast called forth.
Thouzhts that bar no word-wing-s to War them up.
Yes, thonghU that dare not rent are lorth unclothed.
Lest meetiDg Tile contempt they die too soon t
Then with a brother's eye glaac o'er these lines :
ForHre her who pens them. Her fate is hard t
Anfno sweet hope beams to illumine her sky.
Acrain I breathe a nraycr for thysuccessM

el for another purpose, and that is to
ac?'rdju3 to the numbers. That was aU very.tif other than the highest human

an one as yourself cannot tempt me to
risk my future'happiness and the salvation
of my soul, in a glass of wine. Fair lady I
would beseech you to turn your eloquence
to a better cause." f She. turned from him,
I know not the effort c ords upon
her, but I know that 1 i 0 -- it any ghl
would find in him a good sband. ,1 f;.2r
there are few such.' Moro anon,
i ERATO.

January, 1863. '

11

th?y supposed that would keep the
T r.

motive prompts the soldier to action, it is
lcrhapplrcady lacerated and mourning liture off of them ; and so it did."! Now

the&ojjicer, and not the private, who is
iriot liable to feel its influence.

We have often felt pained and annoyed

heftt f . , Why recall what thou hast ea
ofeil, CX show iJi w hat thou may est

yctsftffer.iA the bVptism of blood which
Adieu 1 Hearen's blessings erer rest on thee t

let us see how it operates : they will not sell
a bunch of cutton for money ; they say they ,

have a plenty of money and 'don't want any
more; but bring me corn, or wheat, or meat,

EJLATO.
Glen Cottage, N. C, Jan. 1863..at the flippant reference te the privates,

3
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